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to favour their own industries as she has to develop hers. ft We claim our place in the sun/' she continues, as if any of the Powers had the slightest wish to deprive her of any unoccupied region with a southern aspect which she has the capital and the initiative to colonize.   Whenever England, the United States, France even, have recovered in the world-markets ground of which they had been temporarily deprived through the splendid campaign of  the German travelling   salesmen;    whenever   these   Powers   establish trading stations in regions hitherto monopolized by the German manufacturer; when Spain slowly wakes to the possibility of creating her own public works instead of appealing to German capitalists and  German engineers; when any other country that had formerly looked to Germany for aid learns to get on without her, the Germans begin to wonder if the whole world is not conspiring to throttle their national life.    Such is the legend that has grown up in Germany, and England is uniformly regarded, and most unfairly regarded, as the instigator of  this alleged  conspiracy.   Lord Lansdowne, who, with M. Delcasse and the late King Edward, has been one of the chief agents of the " Time Spirit" in giving diplomatic shape to the present scheme of international relations, said in the House of Lords on February 14, 1912, that when England came to terms with France, in 1903 and 1904, the two countries had " ample materials for an all-round understanding/' but that " there was no subh array of acute and outstanding difficulties between England and Germany/* for the excellent reason that during the twenty preceding years one British Government after another had been settling these questions as they arose.   That is to say, Germany has no legitimate grievance of any kind.   As a Times leading article had pointed out two and a half months before Lord Lansdowne, the Anglo-German Agreement of 1890, defining the British and German spheres of influence, not only in East Africa but in West and in South-West Africa, and ceding Heligoland